Request for Expressions of Interest (EoI)     
for Evaluators
of the applications for the
Call for Excellence Scholarships for PhD Research in Montenegro

Background
The Government of Montenegro adopted the Strategy for Scientific Research Activity of Montenegro 2024-2028 with the Action Plan for 2024-2025[footnoteRef:1] (hereinafter: Strategy) at the beginning of July, 2024, which is the most significant sectoral strategic document in the field of science and research.   [1:  https://www.gov.me/clanak/strategija-za-naucnoistrazivacku-djelatnost-na-engleskom-jeziku ] 

The Strategy defines three (3) strategic objectives, while Strategic Objective 2 is related to Strengthening human resources and institutional capacities in science and research. Under this strategic objective, the Operative objective 2.1: Support to the young researchers has been defined, followed by the Activity 2.1.1 Scholarship programme for excellent PhD research.
Under the abovementioned Activity, the Government of Montenegro adopted the Scholarship Programme for Excellent PhD Research[footnoteRef:2]. In accordance with the article 13 of the Law on Scientific Research Activity and with the aforementioned Programme, the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation will announce the Call for Scholarships for Excellent PhD Research. [2:  https://www.gov.me/dokumenta/f1741c19-4b5e-43a8-bd02-51433ec98c70 ] 

In accordance with the article 12 of the Law on Scientific Research Activity and with the Programme, the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation publishes the Call for Expressions of Interest (EoI) for Evaluators of the applications for the Call for Excellence Scholarships for PhD Research in Montenegro.

Subject and objective of the Call for Scholarships for Excellent PhD Research
The subject of the Call is awarding excellence scholarships for PhD research in line with the priorities established by the Strategy for Scientific Research Activity of Montenegro 2024-2028.
Priorities of the scientific research activity established by the Strategy are the following:
I. Sustainable agriculture and food value chain;
II. Energy and sustainable environment;
III. Sustainable and health tourism;
IV. Science, education and culture;
V. Medicine and health;
VI. Socio-political and socio-economic challenges of the Montenegrin society;
VII. New materials, technologies, products and services;
VIII. Natural disaster risk management; and
IX. Information and communication technologies.
The objective of the Call is strengthening human resources for research, innovation and competitiveness, increasing the number of researchers at the universities in Montenegro, internationalization of research work, as well as the exchange of knowledge between the academia and economy.
[bookmark: _Hlk173846543]
Conditions for the Request for EoI
As stated in the Programme, all applications shall undergo a clearly stipulated evaluation process.
The evaluation process begins with administrative check of the scholarship applications. After the administrative verification, all project applications that meet the set requirements shall be submitted for evaluation, carried out by international experts and consisting of one phase.
The evaluation process is carried out by two International Peer Reviewers, whose task is to carry out a distance evaluation of a particular application that is closely related to their field of expertise and to submit an individual evaluation reports, using a form prepared and submitted by the Ministry. In case of discrepancy between the total score in the individual evaluation reports differ for 30 and more point, the Ministry will engage the third evaluator, International Peer Reviewer.
The individual evaluator, International Peer Reviewer, is expected to provide technical assistance to the Ministry by individual remote scientific review and evaluation of the scholarship application submitted for financing that meets eligibility and administrative compliance criteria in accordance with the Programme evaluation criteria.

The individual evaluator should evaluate scholarship applications according to 3 categories:
1. Quality of the PhD candidate, mentor and host institution – 35 points;
2. Originality and innovation of the PhD research field and topic – 25 points; and
3. Work plan, training methods and research results – 40 points.

Required qualification and criteria for selection of the evaluator will be:
· Doctoral degree: Candidates must hold a doctoral degree in a relevant field.
· Experience in evaluation: Proven experience in participating in and/or evaluating research programs and projects is required.
· Research accomplishments: Candidates must demonstrate a strong record of research achievements within the past 5 years in the specific research area relevant to the project proposal. This includes, but is not limited to, publications in peer-reviewed journals, monographs, book chapters, presentations, editorial work, reviews, awards, patents, and participation in research projects.
English language proficiency: Fluency in English is essential.

Applications will be reviewed by two individual evaluators and the application that average score pass the threshold of 70/100 or more points shall qualify for awarding the scholarship.
Note: Evaluator can be of any nationality. Names of the evaluators are confidential.

Engagement of the evaluators
The Ministry appoints evaluators offering them a contract that defines the rights, obligations, terms and conditions, and they are remunerated for their services.
Terms of obligation of impartiality (i.e. no conflict of interest) are part of the contract of the evaluator with the Ministry.
Part of the evaluator’s contract with the Ministry is also the obligation of confidentiality.

Submission of the EoI
Interested candidates must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the evaluation services (CV, list of references of similar assignments performed, experience in similar conditions etc.).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Expressions of Interest must be delivered until November 01, 2024 on the following e-mail address: marica.melovic@mpni.gov.me 
Interested candidates may obtain further information at the same e-mail address.
Evaluations are expected to be carried out during November 2024, when the availability of evaluators is required.

